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Food For Thought:  Eternity 

  

  

“This is the promise that He has promised us – 

eternal life.“  

                                           ~1 John 2:25 NIV 

  

  

     I’ve been retired for a little over six months now and it seems like it has been an 

eternity - almost to the point where I can’t remember working. I also have another 

eternity to deal with, waiting for my wife to retire so we can get on with the next 

chapter of our lives. If you look up the word eternal (eternity) on web, you will get 

about 49,000,000 hits, referencing everything from music and movie titles to 

vampires, video games, tattoos, and a multitude of religious and quasi-religious 

sites.  The same word is used today, too casually I think, in advertising.  Wouldn’t 

you like to enjoy eternal youthful skin that doesn’t age simply by applying some 

fancy cream or lotion from this little tube all for the low, low price of $19.99?  But 

wait! If you act right now, we’ll double our offer. 

  

     But you and I know better.  The concept of eternity comes, of course, from the 

only Person who has known what eternity looks like: God!  It is a word that 

literally means “existing through all time: lasting for all time without beginning or 

end; unchanging.” But despite the fact that eternal life is God’s alone to give, we 

continue to search for ways to try and hang on to one more day of life here on earth 

by using any way possible.  We grasp at the claims of the health/beauty industry, 

explore mysticism, try obscure homeopathic remedies, and will even change 

religions if we think it will help. 

  

          Psalm 39:4 says it quite plainly that you can’t do a thing to add to your days 

here on earth.  God said they are numbered.  However, He does promise us the 

brass ring (eternity) for all those who follow Him.  The fountain of youth may be 

fiction, but the possibility of living forever with Him is not. 

  

     I find it hard to get a handle on something that is so far beyond my earthly, 

time-centric understanding of life.  We can’t, it is not possible, or if we think we 

can, we can’t, or at least not fully grasp the concept of eternal life.  All we know is 

that eternal life through our Lord is but a promise. 
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 For some, it is possible to get so caught up by the promise of eternal life that today 

might seem almost meaningless.  But I don’t think that that is the point of God’s 

promise.  Eternal life is a gift for those of us who chose to follow God, but I don’t 

think it is something we want to rush off to.  God desires us to first live our lives 

fully on earth.  We should get to know God today.  Delve into His Word and seek 

understanding of God’s will in your life. Then when your days are up, you get the 

prize of eternal life with Him. 

  

          You may be wondering what eternal life might look like.  Though the 

Bible’s depiction of heaven includes clues to life after death, the human mind 

simply can’t paint a clear picture of what “forever” looks like.   And I am also 

pretty sure that those who make those false claims about eternal youthful skin 

don’t either. 

          We can enjoy the hope of eternity with God today.  That hope can fuel those 

difficult days we are going to experience while we are still here on earth.  It can 

also diminish the pain and suffering we experience by helping us see an eternal 

perspective.  And it can motivate us to make choices that will matter in eternity –

focusing on making a difference in the lives of others and storing up our treasures 

in heaven instead of in worldly goods. 

  

          Maybe it is time that you, like that certain ruler, asked of Jesus saying, 

“Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18)  

  

          The answer can also be found in the Bible in Romans 2:7 “He will give 

eternal life to those who patiently do the will of God, seeking for the unseen glory 

and honor and eternal life that He offers. 

  

Just some Food For Thought 
 


